
What is LEDS?
• LEDS is a new mega-database 

currently being developed by the 
Home O!ce.

• LEDS will replace and combine 
the existing Police National 
Database (PND) and the Police 
National Computer (PNC). The aim 
is to provide police and others 
with a super-database, with on-
demand, at the point of need 
access, containing up-to-date 
and linked information about 
individuals’ lives.

• Once your details are in LEDS, 
numerous agencies will have 
access to that information (e.g. 
HMRC and DVLA), which can then 
be utilised in a way that could 
negatively a"ect individuals’ lives, 
employment, state benefits and 
immigration status.

How might LEDS be 
used at a protest?
• If you are stopped at a protest by 

the police, o!cers will be able to 
search for your details in the LEDS 
database (once it is operational). 
This will provide much more 
information to the police on a 
single interface than they have 
ever had before. Information 
held about you on LEDS could 
include your immigration status, 
driving license information, and 
intelligence previously gathered 
about you.

• Police o!cers will be able to 
create a record about you in the 
LEDS database if a prior record 
does not already exist.

• Further, images that are stored 
in LEDS may also be used as 
watchlists, which police can use 
at protests. Once operational, 
images from LEDS may also be 
analysed by facial recognition 
technology, further enhancing the 
police’s ability to identify people 
at protests. 

HOW THE ‘LAW
ENFORCEMENT DATA
SERVICE’ (LEDS) CAN BE
USED AT PROTESTS

What to think of 
before you go to a 
protest
• At the time of writing (Spring 2021), 

LEDS is not yet operational, so it is 
unlikely to a"ect your attendance 
at a protest for the time being. 
The Home O!ce expects the first 
stage of LEDS to be operational 
by late 2021.

• However, you need to be aware 
that the police may still record 
your details in other databases, 
such as the PNC and the PND, 
which will later become part of 
LEDS.

• You should also be aware that 
LEDS will not be open for public 
access and therefore individuals 
whose information is contained 
in the system may not have any 
knowledge that such an entry 
exists, let alone be able to correct 
any errors.
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